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We spearhead community-based marine debris cleanups on 

the 4th Sunday of every month at Ka‘ehu, in Waiehu, to help restore 
this important habitat for the marine and terrestrial resources that 
utilize this special place.  Marine debris is removed from a ~100 to 
200 yard stretch of this rocky/sandy coast. The effort varies 
depending on the participants, not due to the shortage of marine 
debris- it's always washing ashore!  It comes from all over the Pacific 
Ocean and from Hawai‘i-based sources.  To bring this global issue 
into context with this Maui County polystyrene reduction bill, here are 
some numbers to quantify this pollution problem we're dealing with: 
 

In addition to simply removing the debris from this coast every 
month, we also sorted and counted each piece of marine debris at 
our monthly cleanups from July 22, 2012 through June 28, 2015, on 
September 27, 2016 (“Get the Drift and Bag It” campaign), and 4 
months in 2017 so far: January through April.  This process is very 
time consuming with all of our specific categories we’re analyzing, but 
collecting data during 40 out of the 56 monthly cleanups yielded: 

 
o 175,825 pieces of marine debris collected/sorted/counted  

§ 4,395.6 pieces of marine debris on average per 
cleanup 

 
o The majority of the debris items were plastics followed by 

polystyrene/foam, fabric, metal, rubber, glass, and 
processed wood (see charts below). 

 
§ 15,728 total pieces of expanded polystyrene foam 

• 393.2 pieces on average per cleanup 
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§ This equates to a depressing reality that expanded 

polystyrene foam pieces have been 8.9% of the 
total marine debris items we’ve removed from 
Ka‘ehu. 

	
	

These data are not published; but that process will be pursued 
after all 2017 cleanups are completed.  For the remainder of 2017, 
we will be sub-categorizing the polystyrene/foam options so we have 
a more specific summary of the debris types when possible.  Please 
let me know if you have any questions.  

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  ~Cheryl S. King 
 

Cheryl King, MSc. 
SHARKastics.org Founder 
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