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February 4, 2018

TO: The Honorable Kaniela Ing, Chair
House Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, and Hawaiian Affairs

FROM: Mike White /é 2
Council Chair

SUBJECT: HEARING OF FEBRUARY 6, 2018; OFFERING COMMENTS ON HB
1999, RELATING TO TRAINING

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on this measure. The purpose of this
bill is to require certain government decision-makers at both the state and county levels
to complete the Office of Hawaiian Affairs' training courses on Native Hawaiian and
Hawaiian rights established by Act 169, SLH 2015.

The Maui County Council has not had the opportunity to take a formal position on this
measure. Therefore, I am providing this testimony in my capacity as an individual
member of the Maui County Council.

Training on Native Hawaiian history, law, and rights is crucial in assisting decision
makers to create policies that respect, perpetuate, and reflect the culture of our islands.

I support the intent of this measure, but offer the following comments:

1. Understanding the effectiveness of the training course created by the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs through Act 169, the Maui County Council passed Bill 119
(2016). The bill required the Maui, Molokai, and Lanai Planning Commissions
along with the Hana Advisory Committee, to take part in this specific Native
Hawaiian law training course. In deliberations over the bill, Councilmembers
were informed that funding was available from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs to
meet these training requirements.

2. In the fall of 2017, the Maui County Department of Planning attempted to
organize the training for commissioners. They were notified that trainings were
only available on weekends and at a central location. Training was not available
for each island or during a commission meeting. Therefore, this would require
travel by Molokai, Lanai, and Hana members to a central location. As funds were
not available for such travel, the county requested to utilize the Council’s video
conferencing system. For Molokai, Lanai, and Hana to view the training being
conducted in the Council Chamber, a live-stream must be broadcasted on Akaku,
our public access television provider. Due to the nature of the training, the Office
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of Hawaiian Affairs did not want the training to be broadcasted.

3. Logistics are still being discussed to allow future Maui County trainings.
However, appropriate funding is necessary to implement the trainings effectively.
Please keep in mind that Maui County consists of Maui, Molokai, Lanai, and the
rural district of Hana. Each of these unique areas have their own commissions
and therefore, would be required to travel to a central location, or individual
trainings would need to be organized in their respective communities.
Appropriate funding is necessary, otherwise this will become another unfunded
mandate.

4. When legislative bodies are subject to training, the sunshine law must also be
considered. Hawaii Revised Statues, 92-2.5 (e) states:

(e) Two or more members of a board, but less than the number of members
which would constitute a quorum for the board, may attend an informational
meeting or presentation on matters relating to official board business,
including a meeting of another entity, legislative hearing, convention,
seminar, or community meeting; provided that the meeting or presentation
is not specifically and exclusively organized for or directed toward members
of the board. The board members in attendance may participate in
discussions, including discussions among themselves; provided that the
discussions occur during and as part of the informational meeting or
presentation; and provided further that no commitment relating to a vote on
the matter is made or sought.

5. Any trainings that encompass issues that are or may become board business
must be conducted in compliance with Chapter 92-2.5 (e) or posted on an official
meeting notice. An alternative is to exempt this specific training from the
sunshine law.

These comments are offered with the spirit and desire to make this training achievable
statewide and not as a deterrent. The training created by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs
is truly invaluable and should be expanded.

Mahalo.
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