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 On July 20, 2021, we attended a webinar entitled “Legal Ethics,” which 
was presented by the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Shidler College of Business 
as part of the Will Weinstein Ethics Conversation Series, “Integrity and Ethics in 
the Real World.”  Please see the attached flyer for a rundown of the series.  This 
webinar was moderated by Will Weinstein, and the panelists were:  
 

 Judge Richard Clifton, Senior Judge of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. 
 

 Ken Lawson, Professor, William S. Richardson School of Law, University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 
 

 Camille Nelson, Dean, William S. Richardson School of Law, University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 
 

 Tony Piazza, Attorney at Law, Principal, Mediated Negotiations.   
 

The video of the session can be found at 
https://vimeo.com/shidlercollege.  The presenters addressed some of the 
changes that have occurred in the legal profession due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, along with the following: 

 
 The need to discuss legal ethics early and often.  Legal ethics 

should be raised in the same way professional licensure is discussed 
to allow for greater socialization of ethical norms.  
 

 The high costs of legal services, both litigation and mediation.  
Often, by the time parties arrive at mediation, they have already 
spent more than the cost of the ultimate settlement.  There is a need 
to publicize pro bono mediation services, the Ninth Circuit’s 
mediation program, and other services to help litigants cut costs. 
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 Mental health as an important part of the legal profession.  A 

study from Johns Hopkins University indicated that, of 104 
professions, attorneys had the highest rates of substance abuse, 
addiction, and divorce.  Legal students and attorneys should be 
taught to accept who they are, with their strengths and weaknesses, 
rather than looking for outside validation.  One way in which the 
legal profession is evolving is to provide more mental-health support 
to help lawyers navigate the profession’s stresses and to lessen the 
stigma of mental vulnerabilities. 
 

 Legal ethics rules through the lens of the lawsuits following the 
2020 election.  Panelists highlighted Rule 4.1 “Truthfulness in 
Statements to Others,” of the American Bar Association’s Model 
Rules of Conduct.  Even when speaking to an audience or reporters, 
an attorney is bound by ethics rules, opening them up to censure or 
suspension by jurisdictions in which they are licensed to practice 
law. 

 
 The panelists closed the session by role playing various scenarios posing 
ethical dilemmas, both from real cases and hypotheticals.  Panelists noted legal 
ethics can sometimes conflict with personal ethics, in which case an attorney 
should seek to withdraw from representation. 
 

We found the presentation informative and would encourage anyone who 
is interested to watch the video. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this webinar.  Please let us 
know if you have any questions or comments.  
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